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paralysis. That is, of the entire number, 15.44 per cent, 
were paralytics. The percentage for males being 21.99 
per cent, and for females 7.55 per cent. The percentage 
obtained in the patients who left the asylum during that 
period, was 22.74 for males and 7.39 per cent, for females. 
So that if a general average be taken, it will be seen that 
the percentage of general paralytics was for both sexes 
15.485. For the males 22.365 and for the females 7.47. 
These statistics correspond very closely with those given 
by Mendel, as the collective statistics of German asylums. 
An important point in which the present writer differs 
from Mendel, is the proportion of males to females. 
Mendel gives the proportion as five to one, while Kaes’ 
observation shows a proportion of 3.44 to 1. 

2. Has general paralysis increased in Hamburg dur¬ 
ing the last twenty years or not ? Statistics show that 
there has been both an absolute and relative increase. 
The increase varies in different, years. 

In. a general way the most important factors that can 
be made out as direct causative ones, are in the order 
mentioned: excess in taking stimulants, inheritancy, 
syphilis, tabes dorsalis. Other contributable causes, such 
as head injuries, the acute infectious diseases, etc., can 
not be said to have a very intimate causative relation¬ 
ship. In a general way the age of the patient, when the 
general paralysis first appears, is younger for females 
than for males. This is on account of the important part 
prostitution and its alcoholic concomitants plays as an 
etiological factor in the former. J. C. 

Diabetic Coma (Roque, Devic and Hugouneng, Rev. 
de Med., December, 1892.) 

The object of this investigation was to discover the 
cause of diabetic coma and the changes present after 
death. The observations were made on a man 39 years 
of age, who died with all the symptoms of a typical dia¬ 
betic coma. On autopsy there were found in the lungs 
several small cavities, apparently tubercular in their 
nature, but containing no bacilli however, and in the 
kidneys, spleen and pancreas spots of coagulation ne¬ 
crosis. 

The analysis of the urine and blood made during life 
showed, (1) a remarkable diminution in the alkalinity of 
the blood ; (2) hypertoxicity of the serum of the blood, of 
which 4 cc. sufficed to kill a rabbit weighing one kilo¬ 
gramme ; (3) on restoring the normal alkaline reaction of 
the serum by the addition of sodium bicarbonate, its 
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toxicity diminished one-third ; (4) the urine contained 
acetone, but no trace of oxybutyric acid, no more than 
the blood. 

According to the opinion of the authors, diabetic 
coma is the result of the retention in the system of sub¬ 
stances, resulting from the incomplete combustion of 
glucose. The real product of this incomplete combustion 
would seem to be an acid, oxybutyric, diacetic or other 
similar ones not yet isolated, which diminishes the alka¬ 
linity of the blood and allows the development of tox¬ 
aemia. 

The practical conclusions to be drawn from the theory 
are concerning the treatment of diabetes by the adminis¬ 
tration of alkalies in large doses. Experience, however, 
has shown that the administration of bicarbonate of soda 
by the stomach is attended by very little, if any, im¬ 
provement. 

Notwithstanding Lepuie’s failures with intravenous 
administration of bicarbonate of soda in diabetes, the 
authors think it is a more rational method than adminis¬ 
tration by the mouth, and is deserving of trial. J. C. 

Muscular Atrophy occurring early in Cases 
of Hemiplegia. —Dr. Pietro Guizzetti makes a very 
able contribution on the two subjects in the April num¬ 
ber of the Rivista Sperimcntalc Di Frcniatria edi Mcdicina 
Legale , and concludes as follows : 

1. Muscular atrophy, occurring early in cases of hemi¬ 
plegia, are dependent upon alterations in the anterior 
gray horns of the paralyzed side. 

2. In the cases which I have examined, the muscular 
atrophy was more of a degenerative nature. 

3. In these same cases I was not able to exclude the 
existence of some trophic cortical influence, but this 
would be exerted upon the anterior gray horns and not 
directly upon the muscles. 

4. In cases of late muscular atrophy, occurring in 
hemiplegia dependent upon lesions in the anterior gray 
horns, where the alterations of the ganglion cells are so 
slight as to be unnoticed, permit one to believe that the 
atrophy is of cerebral origin. 

Upon the existence of a permanent slow pulse, the 
author believes that it depends upon some disturbances 
in the medulla, and that such disturbances are purely 
dynamical and probably primitive. W. C. K. 

The Visual Field in Cases of Cretinism. —Dr. 
Ottolenghi communicates to the Royal Academy of 



